
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
HOPKINTON —Gorman Richardson Architects (GRA) announces the completion of Bay State Commons 
-- 11-buildings, 350,000 square feet of high-end retail and restaurants integrated within the historic 
downtown of Westborough. The project was planned and built to transform the vacant 56-acre Baystate 
Abrasives industrial complex into an opportunity to “reinvigorate the town’s center,” said Town Planner 
Jim Robbins. 
  
The buildings were designed to recall an old New England mill, with brick and clapboard, and give the 
impression of buildings built over time. “We wanted a contemporary project in the heart of downtown that 
mirrors Westborough’s architecture and history,” said Lou Petra, project manager for the owners, 
Westborough CC LLC. In addition to bringing an estimated 700 full- and part-time jobs to the town and 
$300,000 in annual tax revenue, the project provides a new 2 ½ acre park, Forbes Memorial Park as well as 
42 units of luxury housing, to create a true “lifestyle” center for Westborough. 
 
Only one block from Westborough’s stunning historic district, Bay State Commons continues that sense of 
history and community with its distinctive architecture, landscaped boulevards, pedestrian walkways, 
benches, and information kiosks. Truly a village within a village, the development is also able to offer a 
unique combination of stores and restaurants. For both Stein Mart department store and Paul Mitchell salon 
school this is a first location in New England. The Panera Bread at Bay State Commons is only the third in 
the country to feature a drive-up window. In addition, the center includes Linens ‘n Things, a Boston Sports 
Club health center, a TD Banknorth, Roche Bros. Supermarket and Ted’s Montana Grill. 
 
A sustainable project, Bay State Commons was built on top of a completely capped Brownfield site. Bricks 
from the original abrasives factory smokestack were reused in walkways. The project is a return to a semi-
urban lifestyle, providing housing and amenities all within walking distance. 
 
GRA is a 25-person planning, interior design and architectural firm located in Hopkinton, Massachusetts, 
focused on advanced technology, commercial and retail projects, sustainable design and building envelope 
sciences. For additional information, please contact Elizabeth Weiss at 508.544.2630 or eweiss@gra.net. 
 
 

 
 
 


